The CT appearances of hepatic oil embolism following lymphography.
Four instances of lymphography complicated by hepatic oil embolism are presented. The subsequent computerised tomography appearances can be misleading: the oily contrast medium mimics hepatic calcification and this may be mistakenly thought to indicate calcified hepatic metastases. The correct diagnosis will become apparent if a history of lymphography is sought, and it is important to realise that, even on conventional radiography, hepatic oily contrast medium may remain visible for several months. Computerised tomography is a much more sensitive indicator of the presence of oily contrast medium in the liver, so the absence of detectable oil on conventional radiography is unhelpful. The mechanisms which are thought to lead to hepatic oil embolism are discussed because recognition of the circumstances leading to hepatic oil embolism and appreciation of the associated findings will provide further clues to the correct diagnosis.